281. THE PLAGUE

News has been received of two whites in East London1 who have
had an attack of the plague. The weather is hot, rainy and favourable to
an outbreak of the epidemic. As one of our correspondents says, we have
not yet become vigilant about the matter. Dr. Murison1 is very sympa-
thetic and ready to help us. It is, therefore, our duty to avail ourselves
of his good offices. If, out of sheer selfishness or indolence, we fail to do
what we ought to, we are afraid we shall have to repent later on. It is
very necessary to appoint a committee, and, as on the previous occasion,
inspect residential quarters and try to the utmost to remove all filth,
wherever found. We hope our leaders will take immediate steps in this
direction.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 7-1-1905

282. SPEECH AT OPENING OF LIBRARY IN DURBAN
The following is a report of Gandhiji's speech at the opening of a library in
Durban, started in memory of Shri Lallubhai, the founder of the Natal Sanatan
Dharma Sabha.
[DURBAN,
January 10, 1905]
While making a few important suggestions to the organisers of the
Library, Mr. Gandhi said that, in a big city like Durban, where there
was a large Indian population, a good library was indeed necessary; and
to meet that need leading citizens and businessmen of Durban had, some
years earlier, made great efforts, and a library known as the Diamond
Jubilee Library2 was started in commemoration of the event. But later, for
lack of sufficient care and supervision, it was closed down. He hoped that
the new Library would not be reduced to a similar condition but that it
would improve from day to day, that the organisers would keep up their
present enthusiasm and continue their efforts to ensure its permanent
existence.
Mr. Gandhi then made some valuable suggestions regarding the selec-
tion of books and the hours during which the library should be kept open.
He exhorted the public to visit the library, particularly on Sundays, sit
amidst the books, those mute, noble friends, and study them to profit.
1  Medical Officer of Health, Durban.
2  Vide Vol. II, p. 320. The furniture and books of the Diamond Jubilee  Library  were
made over to the new Library,